THE THISD ESCAPE: TAHITI AGAIN        zu
When it did arrive Gauguin received only a long and enquiring
letter from a man whom he took to be a Dutchman, Meier-
Graefe, and who declared that he was anxious to write a
detailed and serious work in German on him. Gauguin
referred him to Daniel, with the comment that if he were not
rich he might have good connections; "It would, therefore, be
good to use him if possible* Holland is an extraordinary
country for the sale of pictures**. often good winds come from
abroad; witness the sales made by my wife for her profit/' But
of the proposed work by Meier-Graefe, who was a German,
nothing more is heard*
May came and with it a new and agonising delay of ten days
in the arrival of the mail, for the bank had to be repaid its loan*
When the mail-ship came to the island, there was again nothing
from either Chaudet or Maufra, but Daniel and Annette sent
him an unexpected sum of money that enabled him to pacify
the bank by a payment on account of capital and interest and to
obtain a delay of a further five months for the remainder of his
debt. The rest of the money went to pay the Chinese baker
and his bill at the chemist's shop. His new work permitted
him however to live and not to contract further debts, and he
determined to continue with his work until he had received
enough money from France to pay off all his remaining debts
and to leave him with a thousand francs in his pocket.
The next twelve months allowed Gauguin a little peace.
His finances for the first rime caused him no worry and the
whole period proved to be one of comparative prosperity* His
health fluctuated as it always did* He had not yet fully
recovered from the effects of the arsenic, but with money to
buy the medicines that he needed he was able to pass the months
in comparative comfort. He held on to his work in Papeete in
the Office of Public Works and Surveys until the New Year,
when he considered at last that he was enrided to return to
Punavia* The French Government by then had had his services
for eight months, but he had not been able every month to give
them his undivided attention for on occasions the condition